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TAGS: PEPR, KS, US, KN 
SUBJECT: PING-PONG DIPLOMACY 
REF: (A) SEOUL 3210, (B) SEOUL 3219 

1 . ROK EMBASSY COUNSELOR PARK APRIL 19 RAISED WITH 
DEPARTMENT ISSUE OP YOMIURI ARTICLE SUGGESTING U.S. PING 
PONG DIPLOMACY WITH NORTH KOREA. EA/K DIRECTOR GAVE PARK 
POLLOWING PACTS, WHICH YOU MAY ALSO CONVEY TO ROKG AS 
APPROPRIATE. 

2. U.S. TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION IN AUGUST 1977 QUERIED 
DEPARTMENT INFORMALLY REGARDING ARRANGEMENTS POR TRAVEL TO 
NORTH KOREA AND PROSPECTS FOR SOME USG FUNDING TO PARTI- 
CIPATE IN 1979 WORLD TOURNAMENT SPORTS EXCHANGE PROGRAM. 
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DEPARTMENT INFORMED ASSOCIATION THAT U.S. RESTRICTIONS 
ON TRAVEL OP AMERICAN CITIZENS TO NORTH KOREA EXPIRED IN 
MARCH, 1977, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE PROBLEMS INHERENT IN SUCH 
TRAVEL. WE ALSO INPORMED THE ASSOCIATION THAT USG 
PINANCIAL SUPPORT WAS NOT AVAILABLE. ONLY SUBSEQUENT 
DIALOGUE WE HAVE HAD WAS INQUIRY ABOUT THE POSSIBLE DANGERS 
IN TAKING TO PYONGYANG TWO MEMBERS OP THE U.S. TEAM WHO 
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ARE PERMANENT RESIDENTS RETAINING ROK CITIZENSHIP. THE 
ASSOCIATION WAS INFORMED OF THE POTENTIAL DIFFICULTIES 

AND THE INABILITY OF THE USG TO PROVIDE ANY ASSURANCES 
OF SAFETY. 

3. THERE IS NO USG SPONSORSHIP OF THIS TRIP, AND THE 
IMPLICATION OF "PERMISSION" IS INCORRECT SINCE THE ISSUE 
OF USG PERMISSION DOES NOT ARISE. THERE IS NO BASIS 
FOR YOMIURI'S SPECULATION. 

4. FYI: IN ITS EARLIER COMMUNICATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT, 

THE U.S. TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION REPORTED THAT THEY HAD 
BEEN INFORMED THAT NORTH KOREA WAS INVITING ALL MEMBER 
COUNTRIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL TABLE TENNIS FEDERATION TO 
THE 1979 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. WE NOW LEARN THAT PYONGYANG 
HAS NOT INVITED EITHER THE ROK OR ISRAEL, BOTH OF WHOM ARE 
MEMBERS. WE PLAN TO CALL THIS TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

U.S. ASSOCIATION FOR APPROPRIATE CONSIDERATION, ALTHOUGH 
WE DO NOT INTEND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATION AS TO THEIR OWN 
ATTENDANCE. END FYI 

5. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS TOPIC, EA/K DIRECTOR RICH 
INFORMED PARK UNDER INSTRUCTIONS THAT THE SUGGESTION OF 
PAK SANG-YONG TO POLCOUNS CLARK THAT JAPANESE PRESS WAS 
BEING UTILIZED BY USG AS TRIAL BALLOON FOR KOREA INIATIVES 
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WAS "RIDICULOUS," AND WHILE WE APPRECIATED ROK CONCERNS, 

WE ALSO HOPED THAT ROK WOULD GIVE MORE WEIGHT TO OUR 
STATEMENTS THAN TO THE JAPANESE PRESS. THE CONSTANT 
DOUBTS CAST ON OUR RELATIONSHIP BY REPEATED ROKG 
COMPLAINTS AND EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN WERE AN UNWORTHY 
IRRITANT AT A TIME WHEN OUR BASIC COOPERATION WAS ON A 
DEMONSTRABLY IMPROVED BASIS. 

6. WE DO NOT KNOW ANY SPECIFIC EVENT WHICH PRECIPITATED 
YOMIURI STORY AT THIS TIME. WHEN DEPTOFF WAS QUERIED 
BY YOMIURI CORRESPONDENT HERE, HE SIMPLY POINTED OUT 
REMOVAL OF TRAVEL RESTRAINTS ON USE OF U.S. PASSPORTS AND 
PRIVATE NATURE OF TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION PLANS. CHRISTOPHER 
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